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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK A TIP FROM YOUR BOOKIE 

BY NORMAND DERAGON BY JAN BURKHART - AFGS LIBRARIAN 

Although our hours are reduced during the Summer and Fall provide wonderful 

month of July (we are closed Saturdays), the building opportunities for family research. There are many 

committee continues to work hard on the renovation parties, reunions and other functions that encowrage 

and expansion of our library. I expect work to be us to get together with family and extended. family. 

completed by September 1 st. Don't forget to take photos and remember to label 

Within the next few weeks we will relocate the them with the names of the people in the photo, the 

library entrance, eliminating the need to walk down place the photo was taken and the date. We always 

exterior stairs to enter the building. Members and think we will remember the important facts, but it is 

visitors will find new lockers in the hallway and a new surprising how quickly we forget them. Even more 

reception area as they enter the main library wing. importantly, those who survive us may not be able to 

The new wing features six computer stations, and a identify the people in the pictures and thus dispose of 

few special collections as well as our periodical them. How many times have you heard about this 

section and some reference coliections. happening? It is a sad situation. Please take the time to 

The existing wing has been repainted, four label your pictures. 
computer stations installed and new work tables and While on the topic of photos, you might 

new upholstered chairs are in place. consider making albums for your children and 

We are also working on upgrading our audio grandchildren. Not only do these albums make nice 

visual equipment on the first floor. Equipment needs keepsakes, but it will help you sort out those boxes of 
have been identified and we are researching vendors. photos that we all have stored away under the bed, in 

I hope the new equipment will be installed by early the closet or in the attic. If you are really computer 

Fall and we will begin recording our workshops and savey, you can even make the album on a CD - a 

uploading them to the members-only page on our' format that the younger generations will appreciate 

website. Members around the world will soon be able even more! 

to view our training sessions at their convenience. Another bit of information I would like to pass 

Your board of directors is committed to along to you concerns the "Flip Pal" which is a 

providing as many services as possible to all of our portable scanner. This nifty little gadget can come 

members. I welcome any suggestions you may have along with you on your visits and it is a simple process 

toward that end. Please feel free to send me an email to scan old photos that your relatives may have. You 

at nderagon@af~s.org. will not need to borrow them and the process is very 

I extend my best wishes for an enjoyable quick. You can scan great images without removing 

summer. the pictures from albums or frames. You can also view 
the scans instantly so you will know if you need to 
scan a second image. The photos scan to a chip and 



Page 2 place. One has to constantly start at the beginning of 
can be easily downloaded to your computer. It works the list to return to the next record. Do not use your 
equally well with a MAC or PC. I love my Flip-Pal Back button. Click on each View button for the 
and use it often. Try to get a model with rechargeable record at which you want to search . When that opens, 
batteries as you will use the batteries up quite quickly. there is a sliding button to enlarge the record for 
To learn more about this scanner, go to the following reading. It is at the bottom of each image. To move 
web site: http://flip-pal.com/ the document click on it, grab the image to move, and 

manually slide it right, left, up or down. 
BEGINNERS CORNER 

HELPFUL HINTS: BUFUAL RECORDS New Brunswick: 

AND SOME LOOSE ENDS http://archives.gnb.ca~Search/VISSE/?culture=en-CA 
BY DENNIS BOUDRlEAU This is the Provincial Archives of New 

Brunswick's web site. The bulk of vital records here 
This month I like '0 share with you my start in the 1 890s and move forwad to the 1 960s 

favorite links to the various Provincial Archives. In (marriages & deaths). Birth information is limited to 
doing I ask that every0ne not rush to their about 191 5. Although the page says records start in 
computers and up the Internet that I can't get 1800, that's a myth for these vital records. Prior to 
on the sites and get my work These sites 1890, very few records are present in this database. 
are gems and free, here they are with my One should consult the parish registers (unfortunately, 
comments/hints for researching: not online) for birth, marriage and death information 

Nova Scotia: https://www.novascotiagenealogy.com/ prior to 1890. With this database, I would suggest that 
one enter a complete surname here and use the 

This is the Provincial Archives of Nova Counties dropdown feature. People were born, 
Scotia's web site. There are definite gaps in the married or died under their 'given name but who 
registers, as the province only started a civil archives knows if the record starts with Joseph or Marie or 
in the 1860s, discontinued it in the 1880s, and another given name, so leave the given name blank or 
restarted it again in the early 1900s but only up to add a letter A, B, C, etc. The database is a large one, 
1913 (births), 1935 or so (marriages), and to the 1960s and use the "return to previous page" link at the top of 
(deaths). When you arrive at the site, it is best to each image to return to the main listing. When the list 
search by the first five letters of the surname This will appears click on the word "Detail" for the image of the 
weed out the hundreds of other surname possibilities. document. Use your scroll feature to move the 
For example CHIA rather than Chiasson, or document upldown. Some documents have a second 
DEVDESV rather than Deveau/DesVeaux will get the pagelside. Check at the top of the document if 1 or 2 
best results.. Also, leave the given name blank or just pages are indicated. 
a letter - A, By C, etc. If you don't fill in the first 
surname field, it will ask you for one, as the database Prince Edward Island: 

is too large otherwise. When one hits enter, http://www.gov.pe.ca/archives/parosearch/ 
immediately the Terms of Agreement page appears. If This is the Provincial Archives of Prince 
You agree at the bottom, You probably won't be Edward IslmdYs web site. Again for the surname, 1 
able '0 access the database, '0 scroll down to the would suggest a partial name or a full name for more 
bottom and 'lick On the "I agree" tab. Once youYre On records, and hit the search tab. The various results 
the site, search for whatever you are interested in will appear beneath it as vital records, census records, 
finding. And don't forget to use the dropdown photographs, etc. By clicking the link, a complete 
Counties tab to localize your search efforts. listing will be given. Listings are given alphabetically 

When using this database, use the "previous for the most pa*. One can see the fuller details of 
page" button the image to return to the listing. each record by clicking the blue highlighted names at 
The bad feature is that it does not save your the left of the page. To return to the complete listing, 
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close the window. One can also do an advanced For the Non-Catholic Quebec Registers: 

search, however, what you enter must match the https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3. l/TH- 1-1 59378- 
givens of the record exactly as it is in the database, or 8 0 7 0 5 2 - 8 5 ? c c = 1 9 2 9 5 6 1  & w c = M M G M -  

your search will return empty. P2L:n687502040#uri=https%3A%2F%2Ffamilysearc 
h.org%2Frecords%2Fcollection%2F 192956 1 %2Fway 

Quebec: http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pagesl points 
census.aspx Both of these record collections are continued to 1912 

at the Quebec Archives web site: 
This is the web page of the Library and http://bibnum2.banq.qc.ca~bna~ecivil/ 

Archives of Canada, listing all its Census records. On 
the left, one can cliclc on any census and a search page For the United States and the various censuses: 

will appear for that census. When the page appears, https://familysearch.org/search/collection/list/?page= 1 

click on Search the 18 ... 119 ... Census. It is then wise &region=UNITED-STATES 

to go right to the Districts and Sub-districts page and When researching the census records, I find it 
see what was around for that year by way of best to sometimes omit the surname altogether and 
locations. For Quebec, if you lmow the county enter the husband and wife's given names and the 
name one can use that. For those not familiar with the to search. One may have to scroll through the 
counties of New Brunswiclc~ Nova Scotia, PEI or numerous returns but it beats trying to wade though 
Ontario, it would be wise to do that first. the enumerators' and transcribers' corruptions and 

When 'licking the Districts tab, there alternate spellings. ~ l s o  to note: parentsy ages are 
appear a list of provinces. Click on a province and a often very exact or very exaggerated; however, 
complete list of Counties and districts will appear. ages are right on the money in 

the names of those places in the county you several censuses. US census records start in 1790 and 
need, and return to the main search the 18.. ./19.. ,n to 1940. The 1890 census is for the most part, non- 
button. It is suggested that one use partial names for ,,istent. 
surname/given name. I personally use partial names Enjoy, and remember, I'm online as well and 

by an asterisk, for for need to access these sources. So please don't break 
Philomene Vigneault: Vign* & Phil* ; then use the the Internet with a stampede on records! :-I 
dropdown Province button: Quebec; then advanced 
search options: for district: Nicolet, then hit the Search WHAT'S COOKING 
tab beneath to have numerous items appear. One can BY JAN BURKHART 
see these records in JPGIPDFs. Just click on Our Canadian ancestors lived on the land. 
whichever links the image. For both types of They hunted and fished, grew crops, harvested maple 
images there are features Once Open. sap and literally reaped "fruit of the land!" Since 
Use your Back button to return to the listings. To s,mlner is here, I am sending you a few recipes that 
perform a new search, repeat the steps from the use blueberries and strawberries. I hope you will enjoy 
beginning. Using the censuses gives one a snapshot them. 
progression of a family's growth or movement in a 
town or within the Province indicated. When they Blueberry Crisp 
have emigrated or die out, there's nothing left to find Ingredients: 
there and one must look to another database. 1 quart fresh blueberries - about 4 cups. (You can use 

Church of Latter Day Saints (Mormons) 
more blueberries if desired.) 
3/4 cup sugar (or to taste) 

The free, unindexed copies of the Catholic Quebec 2 tablespoons cornstarch 

Registers to about 1900 are at: 1 cup water 
https://familysearch.org/search/image/index#uri=https://famiI 2-3 lemon juice 
ysearch.org/records/collection/l321742/waypoints 1/2 teaspoon vanilla 



Page 4 saucepan, mix 2 cups of cold water, 1 (.8 oz) package 
1 cup all-purpose flour 
Y4 cup regular oats 
1 cup brown sugar 
1 l/2 teaspoons cinnamon 
1/2 cup butter, melted (no substitutes) 
Directions: 
1. Set oven to 350 degrees F. and grease an 1 1 x 7 
inch baking dish (can use a 13 x 9-inch but it will not 
be as high). 
2. Spread the blueberries in the bottom of the prepared 
baking pan. 
3. I11 a small saucepan over medium heat combine the 
sugar, cornstarch, water and 2-3 Tbsp lemon juice; 
cook and stir until thick and clear, then add in the 
vanilla. Pour over, tllen gently stir in the cooked mix- 
ture with the blueberries. 
4. In a bowl, combine the flour with oats, brown sugar 
and cinnamon. Add in the melted butter and mix until 
crumbly. Sprinkle over the top of blueberries (there 
will be a couple of empty spots. That is okay.) It may 
seem like a lot of crumble but it will settle when 
baling. 
5. Bake for 30-35 minutes, or ~mtil blueberry i n i x t ~ ~ e  
bubbles and the topping is golden brown. 
6. Serve wit11 ice cream -- enjoy! 

Easy Strawberry Pie 
Ingredients 
1 cup sugar 
1 114 cups water 
2 tablespoons cornstarch 
1/4 cup strawberry gelatin powder ( recommend Jello) 
4 cups fresh strawberries, halved 
1 9-inch baked pie crust 
sweetened whipped creain (optional) 
Directions 
1. In a saucepan, bring sugar, water and cornstarch to 
a boil over medium heat. Cook stirring constailtly for 
1 minute or until thickened. Stir in strawbeny gelatin 
until dissolved. Reinove from heat; chill 2 hours. 
2. Arsange strawberries in cooked pastry shell and 
pour gelatin mixture over berries. Cover and chill 2-4 
horns. Serve pie with whipped cream if desired. 

Fbr a low sugar version: 
You will need four cups of washed, hulled and 

sliced strawberries. (Use a hard boiled egg slicer for a 
quick and easy way to slice the strawberries.) In a 

of Cook and Serve Jello (sugar free, fat free) Vanilla 
Pudding and 1 (.30 oz.) package of sugar free, fat free 
straw-berry Jello. Bring mixture to a boil stirring 
constantly. Remove from heat and mix sliced 
strawberries into mixture. Pour into a low fat graham 
cracker crust, cover and refrigerate for about 1 hour. 
Serve with a do l l~~p  of Cool Whip. (Make sure you do 
not use instant pudding. It will not work!) This is 
really good. 

WEBSITES YOU MIGHT FIND INTERESTING 
BY OUR READERS - YOU 

http://www.wmich.edu/fortstjoseph/about/booltlet- 
series. html 

"Women of New France" was the first project 
in the Fort St. Joseph Archaeological Project Booklet 
Series. It looks at the roles, legal status, and everyday 
lives of women who lived in 17th and 18th-century 
New France. 

The second book in the series, "The Fur 
Trade," is a valuable resource about the history and 
archaeology of the fbr trade in our local region and in 
North America. The richly illustrated text traces broad 
outlines in the North American fur trade, and focuses 
in on specific examples f?om the Great Lakes Region 
and the archaeology of Fort St. Joseph. 

www.genealogybank.com/? This is an interesting site 
to explore. It describes millions of newspaper records 
which might contain information about your relatives. 
There is a charge if you sign up but you can do it on a 
monthly basis. Fran Tivey gave us this site and she 
says it is a great site to explore! 

WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO SUBMIT AN 
ARTICLE FOR JE ME SOUVIENS? 

We are always aware that our members come 
from every state in the United States and from many 
provinces in Canada. Because there are so many 
French Canadians in New England, many of our 
articles deal with stories that took place here. We 
would love to know more about our cousins who went 
West. People who settled along the Mississippi or in 
places like Detroit, St. Louis, Louisiana, Upper State 
New York, etc. Do you have a special interest like 
Native Americans, voyagers, explorers that you could 



Page 5 AFGS has scheduled its annual meeting for 
share? How about sharing ideas about organizing October 17th. It will be held in the upstairs classroom. 
records, using a favorite web site, or the story of an Light refreshments will be served. If you are interested 
early ancestor? Perhaps you would like to send in a in serving on the Board of Directors, please contact 
book review of an interesting book you have read. Rob Gumlaw at halfacadian@aol.com. He will send 
This is your Society. It belongs to all of you. We you the required application form. 
would love to have you share your expertise with us. 

GENEALOGY BY BARRY NEWSLETTER 
PRDH 31 JULY 2015 

No doubt you have heard about PRDH BY BARRY J. EWELL 
(Programme de Recherche en Demographie 
Historique). This work provides earliest French As a new genealogist, I felt like a bee jumping 

Canadian church records. The information is very from one flower to the next, searching for nectar. 

precise. It contains information regarding births, However, my mentor introduced 111e to a simple five- 

marriages and deaths. You will find Godparents, step process to discover my ancestors. 

witnesses, occupations and much more. It is a must Step 1: Write down what you know. 

reference for serious researchers or libraries and What do you know about the person or family 

genealogical societies. AFGS has been gifted with ah group? This step can take from a few hours to several 

extra set of these books. We would like to see them go weeks, depending on how thorough you are. I find that 

to a good home where they will be used. Originally, the more co~nplete my understanding of the person or 

the cost was $200.00 per volume. This set is missing family I am going to research, the easier and more 

Volumes 1, 6, 46 and 47. The books are in very good productive illy research will become. 

condition. We are offering the set for $700.00 plus Information can come froin firsthand 

shipping. Anyone interested may contact Roger experience or documents you have. Look for copies of 

Beaudry at rdbeaudiy@afgs.org or Jan Buslchart at bii-th, marriage and death certificates; journals; 
misskoko@aol.com. We are willing to discuss terms. scrapbooks; old letters; fainily bibles; photograpl~s; 

school records; military records; obituaries; deeds and 
MEN NEEDED FOR FRENCH CANADIAN wills. Read through your genealogy notes, and review 

SINGING GROUP files you have kept on the fanlily to see what you 
Men who would like to share their love of know and what ~ O L I  want to learn about your 

singing and reside in northern Rhode Island or nearby ancestors. Make a record of each piece of information 
Massachusetts are invited to join Les Gnk Chanteurs you learn about your ancestor. I found it valuable to 
(The Happy Singers). This French Canadian all male learn all I could about my ancestor and the events and 
group was formed in 1932 and performs a variety of circuunstances that pertained to their lives. 
songs. They are especially noted for singing old If this is your first time doing genealogy, 
favorites in English, French, Latin and several other create a pedigree chart - a list of direct ancestors - 
languages. stai-ting with yourself and working backward in time. 

Les Gnis Chanteurs has a wide repertoire of Go back as far as you can fi-om memory. Pedigree 
songs and themes including holiday, patriotic, charts graphically outline relationships across 
traditional, folk, spiritual and liturgical music generations. Each person is identified by full nanie, 
performed in a variety of indoor and outdoor settings birthdate and place, marriage date and place, and death 
and events. If you are interested in learning more date and place. Start by completing the chart with 
about Les Gnis Chnizteuus, please contact the group's yourself on the far left and then illforination about 
director, Larry Graveline, at (40 1) 728-0 16 1. You can your parents and grandparents on the right, writing as 
also send an email to him at pravs25G$cox.net. much information as you already know. This esercise 

will expose missing information. Don't woi-ry if 
ANNUAL SET (K'TOBER vou're unable to fill in all the infoimation. You will 

17TH AT 10:OO A.M. gather this inforination during the research process. 
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Evidence of a person's life events is usually 

found in historical documents stored in a repository 
near the place where a person lived. You will wcmt to 
record what you ltnow on printed or electronic foims, 
such as pedigree charts and family grou113 sheets. 

Family group records show information about 
a single family. Each family group record includes 
information about the father, the mother and their 
children, identifying each person by name. If the birth 
dates are known, cl.lildren are listed in order of birth. If 
you have the names of children's spouses, you call list 
that. There is often space on the fanlily gro~lp sheet to 
record birth, marriage, and death information and 
other notes about the fainily, as needed. This can 
include censuses, joining or leaving churches, 
christenings, confirmations, burials, acquisition or sale 
of land, migrations, citizenship changes, jury duty, 
lawsuits, probated wills, paid taxes, obituaries, 
inentions in newspaper articles, new jobs, draft 
registration, military service, working on the county 
road crew, jail, serving as a witness, bondsman or 
godparent and more. 

I keep notes about fainily history on a separate 
sheet of paper. These notes could be biographical 
information such as military service; education; social 
or economic status; migrations; participation in 
community, social, religious or historical events or 
physical descriptions. 
Step 2: Decide what you want to learn. 

Start by selecting an ancestor you would like to 
h o w  lndre about. If you are just stating, I suggest 
choosing an ancestor about which you already have 
some information, preferably solneone before 1920. In 
my experience, it is easier to get inforlnation fiom 
family and sources such as vital records, census 
records and land records. 
Step 3: Choose a record or source of information. 

Once you know what information you're 
looking for, ask yourself where you might find it. 
Then choose one source or record on which to foculs 
your research. For example, if I wanted to find the 
bii-thdate of an ancestor, I would ask these questions: 
"What type of records would have a birthdate? Where 
are these records kept? How do I get access to the 
records?" And so forth. I record all questions, thoughts 
and findings in lny research log. 

The types of records you will search include 

the following: Compiled Records.: These are records 
of earlier research on people and families already done 
by others, such as fanlily histories. biographies or 
genealogies with pedigree charts and family group 
records. It is best to search compiled records first. 
Original Records: These are records created during 
important events in yom ancestors' lives. For 
example, a local church or government may have 
recorded your ancestors' births, clwistenings. 
marriages and burials. Other original docuinents 
include coust. land, nah~ralization, taxation, business, 
medical and school records. Be sure to check all 
julrisdictions - such as, town, county, state and country 
- that may have kept records about your ancestor. 
Baclcground Information: These are records dealing 
with geographical, historical or cultural information. 
They include local histories, maps, gazetteers. 
language dictionaries and guideboolcs. Seach these 
records to learn more about the area where your 
cmcestors lived and the events that may have affected 
their lives and the records about them. Finding Aids: 
These help you find records, name indexes, library 
catalogs or websites. 
Step 4: Obtain and search the record. 

Investigate the record or souu-ce for the 
infoimation you want. Once I have made a choice 
about the source I will seasch, I try to learn about the 
source and how to use the information I might find. 
For exan~ple, if I were planning on searcl~ing the 1880 
United States Federal Census, I would read a study 
guide to learn about how to research and use the 
information in the record. If my source were a person, 
I would contact the person, make a list of questions 
and conduct and record my interview. I would record 
or make a copy of the infomation I found to help with 
citing and analyze. 

When researching a record or source, these are 
some of the common issues you will face: Name 
changes: It was coinmon for immigrants to change or 
shorten their names after arriving in a new country. 
You may need to check for various possibilities. 
Spelling variations: Many ancestor names have 
variant spellings. Many recorders spelled names 
according to sound. A person may also be listed under 
a nicknaine or abbreviation. Handwriting: Most 
original documents you will search are handwritten. If 
you cannot read a letter, look at other names in the 



Page 7 Governor Dudley wrote in 1710, we find listed the 
record to see how the writer made certain letters. Sargents of Worcester and on the lower right of the 
Some handbooks illustrate the way letters were written list, two Sargent children taken from Saco, Maine in 
in earlier times. Dates: You may want to check a the summer of 1703. No first names are listed for 
range of dates for an event, which could be recorded these children. This led me to believe that both parents 
on a different date than expected. were probably killed and no one knew the children's 
Step 5: Use and record what you learned. first names. I also figured that the children must have 

Evaluate the results of your inquiry and share been very young as no one alive in the area could give 
information with others. This is an important part of their first names. Next, I searched sources available 
the process. As you check information, consider the and found a Benjamin Sargent and his wife, probably 
following questions:Did I find the inforination I was named Abigail. They were married in Portsmouth, 

looking for? Is the information complete? Does the N H in september of 1694. 1 
information conflict with other information I have? Is This Sargent line seems to go back to a 
the source of the informatioil credible? Transfer any stephen sargent who came to ~ i ~ h ~ ~ ~ d ~  island, 
new infosination to your pedigree charts and group 

Maine on the ship Fortune in 1638. It is written that 
records. impol-tcmt to include sources, which are 
valuable in helping you resolve problems with Benjamin Sargent had a speech impediment. This 

conflictinrz infonllation. has been an issue with some on my Langlais line 
including my Grandfather William J. Langlais who 

THE TRUE ORIGINS OF LOUIS PHILIPPE was born tongue tied. He was born in 1898 in Cohoes, 
LANGLAIS SACO, MAINE TAKEN AS A PRIZE N.Y to Etienne Noel Langlais and Rose Delima 

OF WAR 10 AUGUST 1703 S ouliere. 
By: William J. Simmons Thanks to modern DNA testing I believe once 

This article has been a lifelong mission for me and for all this story is complete. Louis Philippe 
I have been seeking the origins of my Mother's Langlais dit Serien was an unnamed child taken in 
Langlais family who emigrated to a "Little Canada" in 1703 by the Abanaki. First he was taken to 
Cohoes, N.Y in the late 1880s. I had been told by my Norridgewock, Maine, along with Esther Wheelwright 
Mother, Jeanette Langlais, that a young boy had been who was also captured around the same time. It was 
found by a river in Quebec. He was named "the here that the Jesuit priest, Father Sebastian Rale, ran 
Englishman." The story intrigued me and it became a his mission and brought the Catholic faith to the 
passion for me to seek the truth. My search has Native Americans. Later the mission moved further 
brought me to the Cohoes library, Montreal, Quebec into Quebec to avoid war. Father Rale died in an 
and finally to the ACGS library in Manchester, N.H. (I attack at Norridgewock and Louis Philippe Langlais 
had lived in Manchester, NH for over twenty years.) disappeared from history. There is no record of death 
It was there that I learned what most people still for Louis Philippe Langlais and his wife never 
believe, that Louis Phillipe Langlais dit Serien was the remarried. This suggests to me that he never returned 
son of Digory Sargent of Worcester, Massachusetts. to his family in Quebec. He disappears from records 
This I accepted as fact for many years. But, DNA at about the same time as Father Rale's murder at 
familytreedna.com, changed all of that! Norridgewock, Maine. 

I had been in touch with several other people New England Marriages, Prior to 1700. Clarence Almon 
from both the Sargent and Langlais lines. Because of Torrey. Pub. By Genealogical Publishing CO. lnc. 1985 

these contacts, I asked my Uncle William (Bill) pg.561. 

Genealogical Dictionary of Maine and New 
Langlais if he would take part in the y-dna project at Hampshire,Noyes,Libby and Davis. Pub.Genealogical 
Family Tree DNA. He agreed to participate and took a Publishing co.lnc. 1928. pg.608. 
test. It is fiom this test that I discovered that we have 3 Genealogical ~ i ~ t i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  of ~~i~~ and N~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - , i ~ ~ ,  
no y-dna match with the Sargent line of Worcester, Noyes,Libby and Davis.Pub.Genealogical Publishing 
Massachusetts but we did match the Sargents that Co.lnc. 1928. Pg.607. 

were from Saco, Maine. On the Massachusetts list that 
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Mary Bennett sent us this information: 

GENEALOGIST'S BOOK COLLECTION FOR 
SALE By Gail Dever 

The family of the late Joy Reisinger, CG 
Emeritus, of Wisconsin, has assembled her 
monumental collection of genealogy books and 
journals and is now offering them for sale. Much of 
the collection is about the United States and Canada, 
especially Quebec and Ontario, and many items are 
unique or out of print. 
Genealogical societies, historical societies, and 
genealogists in Canada and the United States may 
want to take a look at what is available. You will find 
a wide range of genealogy books, from Quebec 
notaries to Loyalists, African American genealogy to 
British genealogy. The family has categorized the 
collection into 91 boxes and would like to sell them 
as box lots. The titles are listed in Jov Reisinger 
books. Ms. Reisinger lectured across the United States 
and Canada on genealogy research methods and 
Quebec resources. She founded the journal, Lost in 
Canada?, and, with Elmer Courteau, wrote The King's 
Daughters, a book about the Filles du roi in New 
France. She was a former vice-president of the Board 
for Certification of Genealogists. 

If interested in making an offer for one or more 
of the boxes, contact Barbara Reisinger at 
csubarb@centurytel.net. I expect they want to find a 
good home for the books and would need to cover at 
least the shippings costs. 

Genealogy Gems: News from the Fort Wayne Library 
No. 135, May 31,2015 

CATHOLIC PARISH RECORDS IN THE UNITED 
STATES by Sara Allen 

Church records can provide crucial details 
about our ancestors, especially when other records 
such as civil birth, marriage and death records are 
scarce or non-existent. Catholic and Lutheran 
churches in the United States and abroad are known 
for keeping excellent records, full of vital information 
about our ancestors. Many immigrants attended 
church at least in the first generation, and affiliated 
with those of their denomination and nationality in the 
new country. So even if one's family does not 
currently attend religious services, it can be 

worthwhile to check to see if immigrant ancestors did 
attend, and left behind valuable records. 

Catholic records can include baptisms, first 
communions, confirmations, marriages and burials 
within the parish, and are often genealogically rich in 
data. An examination of the baptismal records of the 
Immaculate Conception Church in Ege, Noble County, 
Indiana (Microfilm, Fort Wayne-South Bend Catholic 
Diocese records, Reel #5) shows that each record 
gives the name of the person being baptized (normally 
an infant, but also adult converts), date of birth, date 
of baptism, names of parents, the place where parents 
were from, and names of godparents. This particular 
church in Ege was an immigrant parish with at least 50 
percent of the families being from foreign countries, 
the majority Polish, but also of German, Irish and 
Canadian backgrounds. This means that many towns 
of origin listed for the parents were located in Europe 
or Canada, providing great clues for those trying to 
find home villages in the "old country." 

One caveat is that the early Catholic records 
are usually in Latin, or, less frequently, in the 
immigrant language. But because these records follow 
a usual set format or template, once the template is 
learned, one can decipher most of the fields in the 
record, regardless of the original language of the 
record. 

A TEST FOR SENIORS ... AND A LOT OF OTHER 
FOLK 

1. Johnny's mother had three children. The first child 
was named April. The second child was named May. 
What was the third child's name? 
2. There is a clerk at the butcher shop, he is five feet 
ten inches tall and he wears size 13 sneakers. What 
does he weigh? 
3. Before Mt. Everest was discovered, what was the 
highest mountain in the world? 
4. How much dirt is there in a hole that measures two 
feet by three feet by four feet? 
5. What word in the English language is always 
spelled incorrectly? 
1. Answer: Johnny, of course 
2. Answer: Meat. 
3. Answer: Mt. Everest; it just wasn't discovered yet. 
4. Answer: There is no dirt in a hole. 
5. Answer: Incorrectly 
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If there are problems with links in this AFGS newsletter, the links below should work. 

Nova Scotia https://www.novascotiagenealogy.com 

New Brunswick http://archives.gnb.ca/search/visse/default.aspx?culture=en-CA 

Prince Edward Island http://www.gov.pe.ca/archives/parosearch/ 

Quebec: http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/pages/census.aspx 

Quebec, Catholic Parish Registers, 1621-1979 

https://familysearch.org/image/index#uri=https://familysearch.org/search/image/index#ur

i=https:familysearch.org/records/collection/1321742/waypoints 

Non-Catholic Quebec Registers: 

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1929561 

Quebec, Non-Catholic Parish Registers, 1763-1967 

https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1-159378-807052-

85?cc=1929561&wc=MMGM-P2 

Quebec, Non-Catholic Parish Registers, 1763-1967 

https://familysearch.org/search/image/index#uri=https://familysearch.org/recapi/sord/coll

ection/1929561/waypoints 

UNITED STATES 

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/list/?page=1&region=UNITED_STATES 

Search by locations Countries etc. 
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